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California’s Economy in 2026: Growth Constrained by Uncertainty

The following outlook was pre-
sented by Dr. Christopher Thornberg
of Beacon Economics at the 2026 Eco-
nomic Outlook hosted by the Santa
Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce
on January 22.

The Chamber extends its sincere
thanks to First Pacific Bank for gener-
ously sponsoring this year’s keynote
speaker, Dr. Christopher Thornberg,
and for supporting the important
economic dialogue that benefits our
local business community.

As California enters 2026, the
economy is not in crisis—but it is
clearly constrained. The dominant
force shaping economic behavior
today is uncertainty. That uncertainty
stems from a mix of policy decisions,
proposed ballot measures, federal
actions, and broader narratives about
the state’s competitiveness. Business-
es and households are not retreat-
ing—but they are hesitating.

Policy Uncertainty and
Investment Behavior

At the state and local levels, sev-
eral policies have made investment
decisions more complex. Progressive
documentary transfer taxes in some
cities have raised the cost of high-
value real estate transactions. Layered
minimum wage increases—statewide
and local—have increased labor costs,
particularly for entry-level positions.
Meanwhile, federal trade and im-
migration policies are adding cost
pressures in sectors that rely heavily
on imported materials and immigrant
labor.

Proposed policies add another layer
of unpredictability. Measures such as
the proposed “billionaire tax” aim
to close budget gaps by targeting a
small number of high-income house-
holds. While the intent is revenue
stability, economic history shows that
highly mobile taxpayers respond to
incentives. Even modest outmigration
among high earners can shrink the tax
base and reduce the business activity
they support.

Other proposals, including taxes
on vacant properties, aim to address

housing shortages but may uninten-
tionally increase uncertainty for prop-
erty owners and developers. In a state
already struggling with limited hous-
ing supply, added costs and regulatory
risk may discourage new investment

Unemployment remains elevated
relative to the nation. That higher rate
is not the result of sudden job losses,
but rather slower hiring and modest
labor force gains.

Job postings tell a similar story.

Dr. Christopber Thornberg (center) is joined by event sponsors, including
representatives of First Pacific Bank and Santa Fe Springs Chamber of
Commerce board members at the 2026 Economic Outlook, bringing together
regional business leaders for an in-depth economic briefing.

rather than stimulate it.

The cumulative effect is not eco-
nomic collapse—it is caution. Busi-
nesses are slower to expand payrolls.
Developers are more selective about
projects. Investors are weighing al-
ternatives.

Labor Market: Soft, Not Broken

California’s labor market reflects
this cautious tone. Growth contin-
ues—but at a slower pace than the
nation overall.

Since 2010, California’s labor force
has grown more slowly than the U.S.
average. The gap widened after the
pandemic. While the national labor
force has rebounded strongly, Califor-
nia’s recovery has been more modest.
Slower population growth—driven by
lower birth rates, reduced immigra-
tion, and domestic outmigration—has
limited labor force expansion.
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Openings have cooled from the surge
of 2021-2022 and are now closer to
mid-2010s levels. Employers are still
hiring, but more selectively. Higher
wage floors and cost pressures likely
contribute to caution in expanding
payrolls, particularly for lower-wage
roles.

Industry performance varies widely.
Health Care has become the anchor of
job growth, accounting for a growing
share of postings and employment
gains. Government employment,
particularly at the local level, has also
expanded. By contrast, goods-pro-
ducing sectors and some professional
industries have contracted.

Importantly, consumer demand
has not collapsed. Taxable sales have
remained largely flat since early
2022—below stimulus-fueled highs,
but still solid by historical standards.

Households are spending, just more
cautiously.
Housing: The Structural Constraint

Housing remains the central struc-
tural challenge shaping California’s
economy.

After the extreme tightness of
2020-2022, the market has cooled,
but meaningful price relief has not
materialized. Inventory has improved
from pandemic lows but remains
historically constrained. Price growth
has slowed, yet overall prices remain
elevated.

At its core, this is still a supply prob-
lem. Over the past decade, California
has permitted far fewer housing units
than planners estimate are needed.
Annual production has consistently
fallen well short of long-term hous-
ing targets.

Even modest population growth in-
creases pressure in a constrained sys-
tem. Households are getting smaller,
meaning more housing units are re-
quired even when overall population
growth slows. Californians are also
occupying more space per person,
further tightening availability.

Rental markets reflect the same
imbalance. Vacancy rates remain low
by historical standards. While rent
control policies may offer stability for
some tenants, they do little to expand
supply. Without sustained increases
in production, affordability pressures
are likely to persist.

Recent state efforts to streamline
housing approvals and increase al-
lowable density are important steps.
The question for 2026 is whether
implementation can overcome local
resistance and meaningfully expand
supply.

Trade, Immigration,
and Construction Costs

Federal trade and immigration poli-
cies introduce additional risks.

California imports billions of dollars
in construction materials annually.
Tariff uncertainty has not necessarily
reduced import volumes, but it has
raised costs and encouraged shifts

continued on page 10
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By Scott Summerfield, Cascade Pump Company

Santa Fe Springs Chamber
of Commerce Hires New CEO

I am happy to announce that on January 13 we
welcomed Leah Skinner as the new chamber chief
executive officer. Ms. Skinner has more than 15 years
of chamber leadership experience, having served
chambers in Fullerton, La Verne, and Placentia, and
most recently as president of the Carson Chamber.

Recognized for her collaborative leadership and
focus on economic development, Ms. Skinner is com-
mitted to supporting local businesses and strengthen-
ing community partnerships.

She aims to build on the effectiveness of the Santa
Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce within the com-
munity and throughout the region by working closely
with the business community, government officials,
and local stakeholders to maintain the chamber’s
strong reputation and help guide its future.

Ms. Skinner will begin introducing herself in the
coming months and looks forward to connecting with
members and community partners. You can reach out
to Ms. Skinner at leah@sfschamber.com
Mark Your Calendars: Upcoming Events and
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Activities

The Chamber will host
its 59th Annual Golf Classic
on May 18 at Hacienda Golf
Club. Information about
sponsorships and participa-
tion can be found at sfscham-
ber.com.

The Santa Fe Springs Chamber/League Youth En-
richment Fund will be holding the annual Destiny
Dinner on June 27 at the Clarke Estate here in Santa
Fe Springs! The theme this year is The Great Destiny,
a Roaring 20s Soiree.

As always, we welcome members to our Human
Resources Roundtables, our Sage and IMPACT leads
groups, and various networking events including our
Business Card Exchanges and Networking at Noon.
All information can be found on our website events
page at https://business.sfschamber.com/events/
calendar.

If you are not a member already and wish to be,
please contact us at the chamber office at (562) 944-
1616.

Under the lights at La Jara Brewing Company!

Multichamber Mixer Strengthens Regional Business Ties

Business professionals from Artesia, Downey, Cer-
ritos, Norwalk, Pico Rivera, and Santa Fe Springs
Chambers of Commerce came together for a lively
After Hours Networking Mixer at La Jara Brewing
Company. The multichamber event created a dynamic
environment for members to expand their networks,
exchange ideas, and build new business relationships

across neighboring communities.

Guests enjoyed an evening of productive mingling
and collaboration in a relaxed setting. La Jara Brewing
Company, a family-owned and operated craft brew-
ery and tasting room located in Norwalk, provided
the perfect backdrop for regional connection and
camaraderie.

Join the Santa Fe Springs Chamber! Call 562-944-1616 or email mail@sfschamber.com

BOOK A TOUR ONLINE TODAY AT AZAREVENTCENTER.COM
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Azar Event Center is a beautiful and ideal location to
celebrate any special occasion, whether it
be a wedding, reception, or other festivities.

With its refined and elegant atmosphere, it offers a
perfect space to create unforgettable memories
that will last a lifetime.

Our venue provides ample parking, numerous
inclusive amenities, and a delectable menu selection that
will surely please your guests. From dining to dancing, it
has everything you need to make your event a success,

L . L] @ e
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AzarEventCenter nAﬁi'Ewﬁt!;E'an;e# -A:;a_rﬁﬁn;tcantqﬂ

~ (562) 464-0220
azareventcenter.com
12215 Slauson Ave.
‘Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
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Chamber Kicks
Off the Year with
Networking @
Noon at Zapien’s

The chamber’s first Networking @ Noon lun-
cheon of the year was a great success, thanks to
Marco Zapien, owner and executive chef of Za-
pien’s Salsa Grill & Taqueria. Celebrating 25 years
in business, Marco once again treated attendees to
a delicious menu that blends two generations of
family recipes with his own culinary creativity. With
outstanding food and a strong turnout, the event
offered the perfect setting for members to connect,
collaborate, and kick off the year together. Attendees
gathered for lunch and conversation at the cham-

Carlos Gallardo of Farmers & Merchants Bank and
Chamber CEO Leab Skinner express appreciation
to Executive Chef Marco Zapien for hosting the
Networking at Noon event.

ber’s Networking at Noon, building connections
within the local business community.

- Wetworking @ Noon
= ~11:30am-1:00pm
5F5 Chamber members and non-members getting
together for a business-to-business networking lunch.
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BE A HERO AT THE NEXT OFFICE EVENT!
ORDER GEEZERS TODAY!

“Serving Commercial
Clients Since 1958!"

Heating & Air Conditioning

Plumbing, Sewers, and Drains '

Experence the benefits of experience, expeartise, | 1 ‘| 1
and a fast response ime 24/71

Heating and HVAC

| Professionally frained and courfeous, our
fechnicians repair, provide mainignance,
or install energy efficient heating
and cooling systems for alf 3
commercial applicaficns.

24-Hour Service

(562) 868-7777

www.laplumber.com

|
1

Dedicated to providing courteous,

prompt, and reliable service!

AT FIRST PACIFIC BANK,
YOUR COMMUNITY IS
OUR COMMUNITY

Qur commitment to providing superior service extends beyond banking.
|I1|'3||:JI1 angaing investmants, comminity partnerships, and philanthropic
contributions, we are focused on giving back to the communities we serve—

building a brighter tomormow, Interested in leaming more?

562.236.8888 | firstpacbank.com FIRST%
PACIFIC BANK

VING THE CITY OF SANTA FE SPRINGS

environmental services

the loce of a greandr genaration
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A Winning Kickoff: Business Card Exchange at Embassy Suites

The chamber kicked off its first
2026 Business Card Exchange at
the Embassy Suites by Hilton Los
Angeles Downey with great energy
and a fantastic turnout. Attendees
enjoyed a lively morning of network-

ing, highlighted by a fun football toss
icebreaker that helped members learn
more about one another in an engag-
ing way. We extend our sincere thanks
to the Embassy Suites team for hosting
and helping us launch the new year’s

Business Card Exchange series in such
welcoming style. It was a wonderful
start to 2026, bringing local profes-
sionals together to forge partnerships
and build community.

Chamber ambassadors bring energy
and camaraderie to the event as they
jokingly battle for the first throw.

Everyone is getting into the networking game!

Do you want to advertise in the Santa Fe Springs Business newspaper?
MARKET PRODUCTS * REACH CUSTOMERS - GROW REVENUE
PROMOTOE SERVICES - EDUCATE CLIENTS

Call 562-944-1616 or email mail@sfschamber.com
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Business Card Exchange

April Torres, Embassy Suites; Ambassador Steve
Rosas, Ooma; Erica Rost, Embassy Suites; and
V.P Member Services Kris Lewsi, L&G Goosebead
Insurance; at the thank you host gift presentation.

o SANTA. FI'; SF_I{INGS

Business
Card 7

Exchange gj i{f/

Hosted by:

ROSE @ HILLS

MEMORIAL FARK & MORTUARY

Wednesday
April 1 WEDNESDAY
8:00am - 9:30am Hosted by:
=\ —— MAY 6
Members: $20
Prospective Members: $30 HYC 8:00AM - 9:30AM
LIBERTY COMMUNITY PLAZA Hua:Yuen Centay
3888 Workman Mill Rd. « Members: $15
14181 Telegraph Rd. Whittrier
cont * * Do, ®, Whittler Gate One: Make & right * Prospective
s & 4% into the 1st driveway Members: $25
"re,,-a S0 S BREAKFAST NETWORKING
Us L *
Networking! DOOR PRIZES

Register ot sfschomber.com

Register at sfschamber.com or call (562) 944-1616 or call (562)944-1616
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AAF International
(562) 692-2100

Lisa Spencer
Lisa.spencer@aafintl.com
http://www.aafintl.com
12662 Corral Place, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
Since 1921, AAF has been a global leader in air
filtration, delivering innovative solutions that protect
people and critical environments. Operating in 22
countries with support in over 100, we provide clean
air systems for homes, industries, and high-stakes

a member of DATIKIN groug
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
\ 4

Promax Personnel LLC
(562) 788-3157

Perla Iniguez
perla@promaxpersonnel.com
http://promaxpersonnel.com
3580 E. Imperial Hwy. 20
Lynwood, CA 90262

At Promax Personnel, we are committed to empow-
ering our clients to make informed and confident
hiring decisions with ease. We tailor a personalized
system for each customer.

PROMAX

Select
Equipment

Sales, Inc.
(714) 868-8000
Larry Griffith
larry@selectequipment.com
http://www.selectequipment.com

9445 Ann Street, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
Select Equipment has been serving the Southern
California area as trusted forklift dealers since 1968.

SELECT f//fr :
EacauipmENT

settings like nuclear and microelectronics. Backed
by global R&D and over a century of expertise, AAF
brings clean air to life.

e Qi

The Tax Doctor Celebrates New Office
with Multichamber Ribbon Cutting

The Tax Doctor officially marked an exciting new chapter in January with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony celebrating the opening of its new location. The
event drew strong community support, as five local chambers of commerce
came together to welcome the business and show their encouragement for its
continued growth.

The ceremony symbolized not only a physical move to a new space, but also
The Tax Doctor’s ongoing commitment to serving individuals and businesses
with professional tax preparation and financial services.

Following the ceremonial ribbon cutting, guests had the opportunity to tour
the new office, meet the team, and learn more about the services offered. The
new location provides expanded space designed to better accommodate clients
and enhance the overall customer experience.

=

YOUTH ENRICHMENT FUND

2026 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

* $20,000 Destiny Scholarship
* $2,500 PowellGrant
« $2.000 Vocational Grant i

Application Deadline
April 1, 2026
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RestorationUnltd.com

Industries rely on us consistently for heavy duty
forklifts and high-quality equipment, industrial bat-
teries, tires, utility vehicles, storage racking, allied
equipment and more.

¥ contents Storage ¥ 24/7 EMS Services
Efmf_}ld Remediation E’Reccnstmcticn
Vwater #Fire #Pack-Out

RESTORATION
UNLIMITED

104401 Pioneer Blvd Ste 1
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

818.300.191/

LIC. 1019174 IICRC
IICRC Mo, 2302590 CERTIFIED

« Written Lifetime Warranty

« Pick Up & Delivery
« Rental Cars at

EQUIPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Repairs to All Makes & Models
Environmentally Compliant
Car-0-Liner for Precise
Unibody & Frame Repairs

Car-O-Tronic Computerized

« Sikkens Computerized
Color Matching

QUALITY & SERVICE

« Courteous Staff to Coordinate
Your Insurance Claim -

an All Repairs 5
All Insurance Companies

uced Rates

EXPERIENCE & TRAINING

Family Owned & Operated I-Car Gold Class Professional
Since 1970 (Committed to On-Going Training)

GREG GUNTER - OWNER
Two Locations to Serve You:

9347 Santa Fe Springs Road 12745 Whittier Boulevard
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 Whittier, CA 90602
(562) 946-5400 (562) 789-1300

(Monday - Friday: 8am-5pm)
Free Quotes | Call to schedule free ride to home or office.
Earning Your Trust Since 1970

www.GREGSAUTOBODY.com
Se Habla Espanol

v [l @B
TRUST YOUR CAR TO EXPERIENCE
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s Chamber 59th Annual Golf
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Monday, May 18, 2026 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Hacienda Golf Club S OAN s OAM
Player Check-In
Putting Contest Open
Golf Format - Four Person Scramble Breakfast & Morning Libations
ENTRY FEE 10:00AM
Golf Foursome  $1,200 SHIggun Start
Individual Golfer $300 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE ROUND

Social 3:00PM
Awards Dinner and Program 3:30PM

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Gold Sponsor - $4,000

Two-Foursomes; commemorative gift for each player; name on website & brochure; program recognition; reserved seating at
Awards Dinner; name on all advertising; name on sponsor banner & tee sign; 200 raffle tickets; exclusive recognition at a hole; and
one feather flag. CJ Concrete Construction; C5l
Silver Sponsor - $3,000

One-Foursome; commemorative gift for each player, name on website & brochure, program recognition; reserved seating at Awards
Dinner; name on all advertising, name on sponsor banner & tee sign; 100 raffle tickets; exclusive recognition at a hole; and one
feather flag. City of Santa Fe Springs
Bronze Sponsor - $2,000

One-Foursome; name on website & brochure; program recognition; reserved seating at Awards Dinner; name on sponsor banner;
and name on selected advertising. CR&R Waaste & Recycling Services; FF Gomez; Serv-Wel Disposal & Recycling; WIP

CONTEST SPONSORS (‘9
Hole-In-One Sponsor - $600 Exclusive hole signage; ré€bgnition on all advertising & awards program  LeFiell Manufacturing Co.
ng contest signage & awards program. Roquemore,Pringle & Moore
cluding hole signage & awards program.  Stifel-Daniel J. McMillan
VA ising including hole signage & awards program MuniEnvironmental
g including hole signage & awards program. Baja Roofing, Inc.

artising including hole signage & awards program.MuniEnvironmental

| L |
Dinner Sponsor - $1,500 Seating for two at awards dinner; name & link on website; program recognition; exclusive signage on
podium, lobby entrance, buffet tables & at every dinin e (sign & literature); special announcement at Award’s Dinner.
Golf Cart Sponsor - $2,000 Banner on all golf carts; and link on website. Serv-Wel Waste & Recycling

Commemorative Golfer Gift - $1,500 Name/logo on all Gold & Silver golfer gifts; name & link on website.

Photo Sponsor - $1,000 Name/logo & event info on every golfer photo frame; name & link on website.

Everything But Golf Sponsor - $1,000 Name & link on website; program recognition; seating for two at

Awards Dinner; name on all advertising; name on sponsae-banner & tee sign; and 50 raffle tickets.

Bag Sponsor - $600 Name/logo on all swag bags hrn\n-::l&ia'«.rﬂryr golfer. CBM Real Estate
Alcohol Tee Sponsor - $400 Includes exclusive recognition at the hole; display table & 2 chairs at the hole; lunch for two (Awards
Dinner sold separate), network with all golfers.

Tee Sponsor - $300 Exclusive recognition at the hole; display table & 2 chairs; lunch for two (Award’s Dinner sold separate); network

with all golfers. @

Cigar Sponsor - $250 Company name/logo label on ea gar. MuniEnvironmental
Green Sign - $100 A sign on the green recognizing your business.

Raffle Sponsor - Donate a raffle item of $100 or more to receive signage near the item & recognition in the program.

Golf Ball Sponsor - Sponsor provides golf ball sleeves for swag bags
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A strong turnout of Chamber members and guests filled Gatbering n’ Stuff for the latest Networking @

Noon event.

Dadzahe Mier, owner, Gathering n’ Stuff; Chamber
Ambassador Carlos Gallardo, Farmers and
Merchants Bank; Maria Mier, owner, Gathering n’
Stuff, and Ambassador Steve Rosas, Ooma

Rain Outside, Warm Connections Inside at Networking (@ Noon

Despite the rainy weather, the atmosphere inside
Gathering n’ Stuff was warm, welcoming, and filled
with energy during the Chamber’s recent Network-
ing @ Noon event. Attendees enjoyed lively conver-
sation, new connections, and a shared meal in a cozy
setting that encouraged meaningful engagement

among local business professionals.

The chamber extends its sincere appreciation to
Maria and Dadzahe Mier, proud owners of Gather-
ing n’ Stuff, for hosting the event and creating such
an inviting environment. Guests were treated to
excellent food and gracious hospitality throughout

the afternoon.

Conveniently located in Downey near the 5 and
605 freeways, Gathering n’ Stuff offers a friendly
and accessible venue for meetings, celebrations,
and special events, making it a valuable gathering
space for the community.

INSURANCE SERVICES @
11 (p: E E . ! E EE : EJJ‘
Our Services
e Business Insurance
e Commercial Insurance

. Home Insurance
. Auto Insurance

. Life Insurance
. Airbnb Insurance

Call us today for a free quote!
e (714) 522-4246

Hablamos Espafiol
& www.aimfirstinsuranceservices.com
e Facebook: Aim First Insurance Services

. Instagram: @aimfirstins
¢ Google: Aim First Insurance Services
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Downey Federal Credit
Union Celebrates

Grand Opening in Bell

Downey Federal Credit Union marked a
major milestone with the grand opening of its
newest branch in Bell, bringing together com-
munity partners, local leaders, and residents
to celebrate the occasion.

The celebration featured remarks and a cer-
emonial ribbon-cutting led by Assistant Branch
Manager Silvia Ramirez, Branch Manager Elisa
Barragan, and Bell Mayor Ali Saleh. The event
highlighted the credit union’s continued com-
mitment to expanding accessible financial
services and strengthening community ties.

Guests gathered to, connect with staff,
and learn more about the range of financial
products and services available to members.
Leaders emphasized the importance of local
partnerships and the role community-based
financial institutions play in supporting fami-
lies and small businesses.

With established branches in Downey and
now Bell, Downey Federal Credit Union con-
tinues to invest in the communities it serves,
reinforcing its mission to provide trusted,
member-focused banking close to home.

LET’S STAY:

Find us @SFSCHAMBER
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Congratulations to our renewing members (November-December 2025)!
We greatly appreciate your continued support and involvement.

65 Years 31 Years
Oromill Lumber, Inc. CBRE, Inc. - Rick McGeagh
61 Years 26 Years
Cascade Pump Company Chu's Packaging Supplies, Inc.
60 Years Citizens Business Bank
Norwalk/Santa Fe Springs Rotary Club 25 Years
59 Years Integrated Office Technology dba IOTEC
Republic Services 24 Years
57 Years Rose Hills Memorial Park
ASCO Metals Sonic Plating Co., Inc.
Candlewood Country Club 22 Years
Florence Avenue Foursquare Church B3W Inc.
McMaster-Carr Supply Co. 20 Years
56 Years First Pacific Bank
Collins Aerospace 19 Years

Gabriel Container

Hathaway Ranch Museum

54 Years LeFiell Manufacturing Company
Daniels Tire Service Superior
PDQ Rentals Whittier Mailing Products, Inc.
53 Years 18 Years

Santa Fe Springs Swap Meet
Serv-Wel Disposal & Recycling

Colliers International - Chris Sheehan
Global IT Communications, Inc.

UNFI 17 Years
52 Years Water Replenishment District
Sir Speedy Whittier of Southern California
44 Years 16 Years
Cosby Oil Company, Inc. Lincoln Training Center
36 Years 15 Years
Lowers Welding & Fabrication, Inc. Enos Chiropractic Clinic
35 Years 14 Years
Golden State Self Storage CTRA Industrial Machine, Inc.
33 Years EveryBusiness HR Essentials
Crainco, Inc. Universal Waste Systems, Inc.

Tri-Cities Regional Occupational Program

13 Years
Interfaith Food Center
Stifel

12 Years
Agri-Turf Distributing, LLC

11 Years
R.B. Paint and Body, Inc.

10 Years
KPB Asian Bistro

9 Years
State Farm Insurance - Diego De Lama

8 Years
Azelis Americas LLC
K Taylor Insurance Solutions
West Coast Arborist, Inc.

4 Years
Bridgewater Law Group
Downey Federal Credit Union
Restoration Unlimited Group, Inc.
Summit Event Catering

3 Years
Ericka Kelly Enterprises
Kemp Bros. Construction, Inc.
Law Offices of Cynthia Quintero
Optimal Health & Wellbeing
PILE. Inc. Accounting Management Services

2 Years
Chick-fil-A Telegraph & Painter
Credit Union of Southern California
Delta 4 Environmental, Inc.
Rejuvenating Skin Care Medical Aesthetics
Whittier Host Lions Club

1 Year
City National Bank

The Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce is excited to celebrate and
officially welcome Select Equipment to our thriving business community.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA'S —o ) MOST TRUSTED RESOURCE
WINNING |

SELECT

EuiPMENT -

CALL 800-788-7869

www.selectequipment.com

1:30 AM - 2:30 PM
9445 Ann Street
Santa Fe Springs, CA

NEW CORFPORATE HEADQUARTERS

. - UNICARRIERS. .
= Special pricing for the day :EA RKLIFT_] oLintte

< Lunch provided by In-N-Out Burger ‘ E
= Vendors on site for all our lines ﬂ;ﬁﬂﬁﬂ .’

< Give aways - Die cast forklifts, shirts Py

and more “>HANGCHA MOTREC

= Demonstrations
= Test drive different models

Come join us at our new Corporate Headquarters

Did you know the
Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce
offers CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN
for products manufactured in the
United States as a FREE member benefit?
Contact the chamber at (562) 944-1616 or
email mail@sfschamber.com

VERNOLA’S
TOW SERVICE

=
TOWING 24 HR. SERVICE .%E
LIGHT & HEAVY DUTY TOWING ——

DAY & NITE (562) 864-5800
10605 BLOOMFIELD AVE.
SANTA FE SPRINGS, CA 90670

DAY (562) 868-1595
13514 NORWALK BLVD.
NORWALK, CA 90650

strategy

ittty
Business

“Crafr your tuminess's furre with s scrasegy tailored for success. Align
your vislon with sciion for long-term growih.”

+ Executive Coach
= Emotional Intelligence Trainer

« Personality and Human Behavior Consultant
www.erickakellyenterprises.com | 562-869-9685

Cynthia Quintero
Attorney at Law

= Divorce « Name Changes
« Child Support + Modifications
« Parentage Action

AW.STAFF@GMAIL.COM 11627 TELEGRAPH RD. SFS, CA 90670

EXPANDED METAL - SHEET - FLATBAR - FLATE
CHAMMEL - BEAMS - ANGLE - ALIMINUM - BRASS -
= COPPER - STAIMLES STEEL

WE DELIVER - OPEN MON. - FRI. 7:30 AM - 3:30 PM

O (562) 944 - 6306 TollFree (800) 540 -2966
Since 1948 Q13014 E. Los Nietos Rd., Santa Fe Springs
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Are You on the SFS Chamber Email List?

Information featured each month in Santa Fe Spring Business News. We try to
share information and programs provided by the chamber as we work hard to
be Catalysts, Conveners and Champions and make a difference in our com-
munity. Make sure to sign up for our emails, if you haven’t done so already by
contacting the Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce at (562) 944-1616 or
email us at mail@sfschamber.com.

o SJKNTA FIE SI‘R[NL‘JS
Mix § Mingle Evening Mixer

Hosted by
['hursday,
March 19, 2026

5.00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

t_- 12120 Telegraph Rd.
{ Santa ['e Springs

* Networking
Free for Members
Non-Members: $10

& =

* Door Prizes
¢ Happy Hour Prices

Register today @ sfschamber.com

ROYAL ROOFING

“The Finest” since 1980
HOMES, APARTMENTS & COMMERCIAL

Repairs, Restore, Recoat & ReRoof

- “Cool Roof” Coatings : Silicone & Acrylic
- Flat Roofs

- Shingle Roofs

- Shake/Wood Shingle

- All Tile Roofs

- “Roof In” SOLAR mount

STEVE PINKUS - President
Coll: (2133050277 Staves ROTALRDOFMNG.com

=10% :UPT0$1,000*GOOD at TIME OF ESTIMATE
| DISCOUNT | USE COUPON CODE: SFSCHAMBER

“Past SUPER SERVICE AWARD Winner”

562-928-1200

OFFICE: 6831 SUVA STREET, BELL GARDENS, CA 90201
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CalifOI‘ Ilia’S ECOIIOIIIY continued from page 1

in sourcing. When materials cost
more, housing projects become more
expensive—and less likely to move
forward.

Immigration policy may be even
more consequential. Non-citizens
make up a significant share of Cali-
fornia’s construction workforce.
Changes in enforcement or immigra-
tion flows can reduce labor availabil-
ity, delay projects, and raise costs. In a
state already facing high construction
expenses, these pressures compound
affordability challenges.

Housing supply and labor force
growth are deeply connected. If hous-
ing remains constrained and construc-
tion becomes more expensive, the
state’s ability to expand its workforce
is limited.

Budget Volatility
and Market Exposure

California’s fiscal outlook adds an-
other layer of uncertainty.

The state’s tax system is highly sen-
sitive to financial markets, particularly
capital gains and stock-based com-
pensation. That structure produces
strong revenue during market booms
but creates vulnerability during cor-
rections.

Current projections show a sizable
budget gap in the coming fiscal year.
Structural spending commitments
continue to grow, and an aging popu-
lation will place additional pressure
on public services.

This exposure to market volatil-
ity matters because it affects policy
flexibility. During downturns, lim-
ited fiscal room can constrain public
investment and amplify economic
slowdowns.

Demographics:
The Long-Term Challenge

Beyond near-term uncertainty lies
a slower-moving but significant struc-

tural shift: demographic aging.

California’s population is older
than it was a decade ago. Growth has
been concentrated among residents
over 50, while younger age groups
have grown slowly or declined. Lower
birth rates, slower immigration, and
domestic outmigration all contribute
to this trend.

An aging population increases
demand for health care and public
services while gradually shrinking
the pool of available workers. Over
time, this dynamic can slow economic
growth unless offset by stronger hous-
ing production or renewed popula-
tion inflows.

Looking Ahead

As Dr. Thornberg emphasized
during his presentation, California’s
economy is neither collapsing nor
surging ahead—it is navigating a pe-
riod of constraint shaped by policy
uncertainty, high costs, and long-
standing structural imbalances.

The near-term outlook hinges on
clarity. If federal policies stabilize,
state proposals provide predictable
signals, and uncertainty eases, de-
layed hiring and investment decisions
could move forward.

The longer-term outlook is struc-
tural. Sustained growth will depend
on expanding housing supply, sup-
porting labor force growth, and align-
ing policy with economic incentives.
Without progress on those fronts,
demographic aging and supply con-
straints will continue to weigh on
California’s potential.

California remains a dynamic and
globally significant economy. But in
2026, the path forward depends less
on momentum and more on resolv-
ing the uncertainties that are holding
it back.

Join us for a networking event

Sunday, March 22nd
6:07pm

Dodgers

Deadline to purchase
Is Friday 3/201

FOR QUESTICRS, FLEARE CONTATT

brett, swearingenizangelis.com

o S_ANTA FE S_F'R.]NGS

AT ANGEL STADIUM

Coma enjoy @ game ak Angel Stadium as thafngels ke
€ Ehe Los Andpieey Docers (6:07 P.M, GAME TIHD)

This ks & great networking event, Basure to have your
business cards available.
Metworking event: 4030 p.m. - E:00 .. In
Certerfield Patio locabed by the rocks in Centerield!

= Networking

= noeis Thermesd Faflie & Prizes
Each ticket includes entrance bo the chamiber event and
one diink beket!

To purchass, pleate vist
Itk e, gofievo, comy event/ Angeischamber 2026 or
scan the Of code belaw!

For groups of 15 of mone, please reach out to Brett
Swearingen directly at 714-940-Z255 or

| angels.com/groups
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Santa Fe Springs
Chamber Encourages
Members to Submit
Press Releases for
Expanded Visibility

The Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce an ongo-
ing opportunity for all Chamber members to increase their visibility in the local
business community. Members are encouraged to submit their press releases
for publication through the Chamber’s communication platforms.

As a valued benefit of membership, approved press releases will be featured:
* On the Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce website
* Across Chamber social media channels
* In the Chamber’s bi-monthly Newsletter

By sharing member news—such as business achievements, new services,
awards, events, expansions, or community impact—the Chamber aims to spot-
light local businesses and strengthen community engagement.

“Our goal is to support and elevate our members,” said Leah Skinner, Presi-
dent of the Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce. “By providing multiple
avenues for exposure, we help ensure member stories reach broader audiences
and contribute to a thriving business community.”

Online Resources to Help Members Craft Effective Press Releases

To ensure members feel confident and supported throughout the press re-
lease writing process, the Santa Fe Springs Chamber is providing a variety of
free online resources, including:

Press Release Templates

* Canva Free PR Templates: https://www.canva.com/documents/templates/
press-releases/

* E releases: https://www.ereleases.com/press-release-template/#download

Writing Guides and Best Practices

* PR Newswire Resources: https://www.prnewswire.com/resources/

* Grammarly Press Release Guide: https://www.grammarly.com/blog/press-
release

Examples of Strong Press Releases

* PR Lab: https://prlab.co/blog/examples-of-press-release-by-type/

* PRWeb Examples: https://www.prweb.com

Formatting and Style Support

* PR News: https://prnews.io/press-release-format/

* Prowly: https://prowly.com/magazine/press-release-format-guide/

Personalized Chamber Support

Members may also request one-on-one assistance from Chamber staff for
feedback, formatting, or general guidance in preparing their releases.
Press Release Submission

Members can submit press releases through leah@sfschamber.com or logging
into member portal. Submissions are accepted and reviewed on a rolling basis.

The Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to empowering
local businesses, fostering economic growth, and strengthening community con-
nections. Through advocacy, networking opportunities, and valuable member
resources, the Chamber works to enhance business success and contribute to
the vitality of the Santa Fe Springs community.

Brasented by;
Partner Paul Fleck, Esq.
Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud and Romo
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Atkinson, Andelson
Loya, Ruud & Romo

Human
Resources

Roundtable

March 10, 2026

April 14, 2026

11:45 AM - 1:00 PM 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM

Employee Leaves
Handbook of
Updates Absence

Location:
SFS Chamber Office
12016 Telegraph Rd. #100
Santa Fe Springs

HR professionals are invited to FREE monthly,
members only roundtable meeting.
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Spring Into Success,
Santa Fe Springs!

As the days get longer and the weather warms up, there’s something ener-
gizing in the air here in Santa Fe Springs. Spring isn’t just a season — it’s a
mindset. It’s about fresh starts, new opportunities, and renewed momentum
for our local business community.

March and April are the perfect time for a “business spring cleaning.” What
goals did you set in January? Which ones are ready to bloom — and which ones
might need a little extra sunshine? Whether it’s reconnecting with customers,
refreshing your marketing, upgrading technology, or finally scheduling that
long-postponed strategy meeting, this season is all about growth.

Our Chamber members continue to show why Santa Fe Springs is such a
powerhouse in Southeast Los Angeles County. From innovative manufacturers to
dedicated service providers, logistics leaders, retailers, and professional services,
our businesses keep moving forward — and that momentum is contagious.

Spring is also about connection. Chamber mixers, ribbon cuttings, and work-
shops are in full swing, giving members new opportunities to build relation-
ships and strengthen partnerships. One conversation can spark a collaboration.
One introduction can lead to a new contract. One event can lead to a big idea.

As we head into the second quarter of 2026, let’s challenge ourselves to:

* Reach out to one new member

* Visit a fellow Chamber business

* Share a referral

* Attend at least one Chamber event

Growth doesn’t happen by accident — it happens when a community decides
to grow together.

Here’s to a productive, positive, and prosperous spring in Santa Fe Springs.
Let’s make it a season of fresh ideas, strong partnerships, and continued success!

o S-’\r\!Tﬂ FE SP‘I_HNGEI-

HUMAN RESOURCES
ROUNDTABLE IS

LOOKING FOR SPONSORS!

The human resources roundtable is a series of
monthly meetings for HR professionals from both
large and small employees. Specific topics are

addressed at each meeting and is conducted by
Paul Fleck, partner at Atkinson, Andelson, Loya,
Ruud and Romo.

Meatings are hald on the second Tuesday of each month from 11:45 am - 1:00pm and includes a
sponsored lunch. Thera is no cost for chambear members to attend and guests are invited to
attend on a one-time basis.

BENEFITS OF SPONSORSHIP:

= Name & logo on chamber website
+ Name & logo in the newspaper

= Name & logo on agenda, flyers, event signage
and chamber social media site

= Exclusive right to pass out literature and/or
giveaways at the event
* Take a few minutes to talk about your company

SPONSOR ANY MONTH BETWEEN
APRIL 2028 - JUNE 2026

CONTACT US

B kathie@sfschamber.com
or call (562) 944-1616

S&eLAUUEL

A family owned and operated business Serving Santa Fe Springs since 1949

¢ Businesses
e Commercial
¢ Residential

1-888-768-2246 .. servwel.com .. customerservice@servwel.com




www.sfschamber.com Santa Fe Springs Business / March-April 2026 / Page 12

ety
Eﬁ{"

Succulent fﬁeagaud gmcbt (Sieaﬁ NOW HIRING

$1,000

SIGNING BONUS

Apply now at jobs.mchire.com or text 'APPLY’ to 38000

- INDOOR. DINING; -
'R RVATION TA Sun-Thurs 11:30am - 9; o0pm
ES%NLIN[EOERDERIE%GUT SErissatilis0am - TD'ﬂnpm

CLEARMAN’S NORTH WOODS INN

14305 Firestone Blvd,, La Mirada = (714) 994-4580/({714) 725-0331
clearmansrestaurants.com

Toesday 10 am - 10000 pam

il

Chietpuosk Wednesday 100am - 1000 pm

TELEGRAPH & FAINTER = l,? /J Hlllr‘.\l.l.lj Ty g IO pum
,_)"J / e 3 Friday 100 any - 11200 pan

i

N A RESTAURANT Saturday 400 pm- 1100 pm
[ — Sunday 400 pm - 10400 pim
Delicious food, made frebk

Excepiional quality & service e _ rar ’ S
Dutivary Arsiatia (ﬂmm (&@f Cfc?' f’?-m.v? -15.«5'@79&:2"
From reaggais to frays and evoerytiing in
I iwemse, W' OT YOUF Crowed Covened. Deder
Bocliy e sk your event Chick NIl Ansasing!
el aloaprng Lo

Have you downloaded the Chick-fl-A App
wart? I nat your missing out. Ham's what you
ot whan you tap into the app:

Earn Points
Sk thes Bne with Mobile Ordering
Gat fod delivened 10 your doorstep
Gt axciilah oifors and surprisas

Combsning lood, Tun s beliowship, & Givick [ A Spirn
A 1188 gras way o prjay She compay o
Fundraiser Mﬁm«wmﬁm
eganizasion,
ﬁ-mhpu'nwb-.w-m
might an wall st

saniatmagringects pgmat.com 9023 Washington Bhvd,, Pico Rivera  (362) 949 2444 dalrac.com

Extraordinary Tableside Service

Looking for exposure
for your business?

Advertise in the
Santa Fe Springs Newspaper

* MAILED TO 4,500 BUSINESSES

* MAILED TO 5,000 HOMES IN
SANTA FE SPRINGS.

+ EMAILED OUT TO OUR BUSINESS
COMMUNITY AS WELL AS OUR
CHAMBER MEMBERS.

Eﬁerfz’m‘feﬂ ﬂ’ﬂeaf NS . * BY MONTHLY NEWSPAPER

DATE NIGHTASEECTAL OCCASIONS
LUNCHEQNS FPARTIES | BRUNCH

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
CLAUDIA GUARDADD (562) 944 - 1616
CLAUDIA@SFSCHAMBER.COM
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